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tity of genius (creation) and taste (selection). The author thus
passes judgment upon his own imaginings ; and his test for
acceptance or rejection is whether the result will be communi-
cable to a public, however limited. If he feels that his words
will not bridge the gulf between himself and his reader, why
should he write at all? Silence is a most effective means of
non-communication. To compose is therefore to measure in
advance the probable response 3 and this is an act of criticism.
The author should be his first and most pitiless critic: so ruth-
less indeed that others could have no choice but to confirm his
verdict.

From the moment the work reaches its very first public, it
elicits a response. The response may be purely negative; the
reader closes the book at once, because he fails to understand,
or because, understanding too well, he is bored. This simple
gesture, a yawn, a heaviness in the eyelids, are forms of criti-
cism, unspoken, but of deadly effectiveness. On the other hand,
the desire to read on, the reluctance to drop the book until the
last page has been devoured, are also criticism, of the approv-
ing kind. State these plain facts in plain terms to a friend, and
you have turned into a literary critic without knowing it.

Under modern conditions, books have to be printed and
sold; this is business; but business is criticism at every turn.
The work is submitted to a publisher, who decides upon the
probable response on the part of the public. If he accepts it,
that means that in his opinion, the book is good of its kind,
whatever the kind may be, cheap thriller or Testament of
Beauty: and that is an act of criticism. Through advertising in
the trade journals, through circulars and the personal appeal
of agents, the booksellers are induced to confirm the publish-
er's judgment; they are converted by his favorable criticism
from indifference to optimism. If customers buy the book on
the bookseller's recommendation, it is because they believe,
naively perhaps, that the bookseller is a good judge, or that
he had access to authoritative information. Then, as we have
seen above, the individual reader inevitably criticizes the book